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The "Homeric Question" has vexed Classicists for generations. Was the author of the Iliad and the Odyssey a
single individual who created the poems at a particular moment in history? Or does the name "Homer" hide
the shaping influence of the epic tradition during a long period of oral composition and transmission?

In this innovative investigation, Gregory Nagy applies the insights of comparative linguistics and
anthropology to offer a new historical model for understanding how, when, where, and why the Iliad and the
Odyssey were ultimately preserved as written texts that could be handed down over two millennia. His model
draws on the comparative evidence provided by living oral epic traditions, in which each performance of a
song often involves a recomposition of the narrative.

This evidence suggests that the written texts emerged from an evolutionary process in which composition,
performance, and diffusion interacted to create the epics we know as the Iliad and the Odyssey. Sure to
challenge orthodox views and provoke lively debate, Nagy's book will be essential reading for all students of
oral traditions.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Segal:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book Homeric Questions. All type of
book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Daniel McCullough:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will
get lots of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read is Homeric Questions.

James Matter:

The book untitled Homeric Questions contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the woman
idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can
easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of
time of literary works. You can read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget,
so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you
can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Zandra Woods:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know that
little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Homeric Questions.
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