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In Moby-Dick, Ishmael declares, "Be it known that, waiving all argument, I take the good old fashioned
ground that a whale is a fish, and call upon holy Jonah to back me." Few readers today know just how much
argument Ishmael is waiving aside. In fact, Melville's antihero here takes sides in one of the great
controversies of the early nineteenth century--one that ultimately had to be resolved in the courts of New
York City. In Trying Leviathan, D. Graham Burnett recovers the strange story of Maurice v. Judd, an 1818
trial that pitted the new sciences of taxonomy against the then-popular--and biblically sanctioned--view that
the whale was a fish. The immediate dispute was mundane: whether whale oil was fish oil and therefore
subject to state inspection. But the trial fueled a sensational public debate in which nothing less than the
order of nature--and how we know it--was at stake. Burnett vividly recreates the trial, during which a parade
of experts--pea-coated whalemen, pompous philosophers, Jacobin lawyers--took the witness stand,
brandishing books, drawings, and anatomical reports, and telling tall tales from whaling voyages. Falling in
the middle of the century between Linnaeus and Darwin, the trial dramatized a revolutionary period that saw
radical transformations in the understanding of the natural world. Out went comfortable biblical categories,
and in came new sorting methods based on the minutiae of interior anatomy--and louche details about the
sexual behaviors of God's creatures.

When leviathan breached in New York in 1818, this strange beast churned both the natural and social orders-
-and not everyone would survive.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Rodriguez:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Trying Leviathan: The Nineteenth-Century New York
Court Case That Put the Whale on Trial and Challenged the Order of Nature. You can choose the best book
if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book Trying Leviathan: The
Nineteenth-Century New York Court Case That Put the Whale on Trial and Challenged the Order of Nature.
You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply
because from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or
maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go
to the library. Let's examine.

Hilda Dumas:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question since just
their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Trying Leviathan: The Nineteenth-Century
New York Court Case That Put the Whale on Trial and Challenged the Order of Nature to read.

Roberta Granger:

The ability that you get from Trying Leviathan: The Nineteenth-Century New York Court Case That Put the
Whale on Trial and Challenged the Order of Nature is a more deep you searching the information that hide in
the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Trying
Leviathan: The Nineteenth-Century New York Court Case That Put the Whale on Trial and Challenged the
Order of Nature giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way
that can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
specific Trying Leviathan: The Nineteenth-Century New York Court Case That Put the Whale on Trial and
Challenged the Order of Nature instantly.

Kathleen Dominguez:

The publication untitled Trying Leviathan: The Nineteenth-Century New York Court Case That Put the
Whale on Trial and Challenged the Order of Nature is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can
see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The language that creator use to



explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the
book, hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly
get the e-book of Trying Leviathan: The Nineteenth-Century New York Court Case That Put the Whale on
Trial and Challenged the Order of Nature from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.
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