
Snow-Storm in August: Washington City, Francis
Scott Key, and the Forgotten Race Riot of 1835

Jefferson Morley

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0385533373
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0385533373
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0385533373


Snow-Storm in August: Washington City, Francis Scott Key,
and the Forgotten Race Riot of 1835

Jefferson Morley

Snow-Storm in August: Washington City, Francis Scott Key, and the Forgotten Race Riot of 1835
Jefferson Morley

A gripping narrative history of the explosive events that drew together Francis Scott Key, Andrew
Jackson, and an 18-year-old slave on trial for attempted murder.

In 1835, the city of Washington pulsed with change. As newly freed African Americans from the South
poured in, free blacks outnumbered slaves for the first time. Radical notions of abolishing slavery circulated
on the city's streets, and white residents were forced to confront new ideas of what the nation's future might
look like.

On the night of August 4th, Arthur Bowen, an eighteen-year-old slave, stumbled into the bedroom where his
owner, Anna Thornton, slept. He had an ax in the crook of his arm. An alarm was raised, and he ran away.
Word of the incident spread rapidly, and within days, Washington's first race riot exploded, as whites fearing
a slave rebellion attacked the property of the free blacks. Residents dubbed the event the “Snow-Storm," in
reference to the central role of Beverly Snow, a flamboyant former slave turned successful restaurateur, who
became the target of the mob's rage.

In the wake of the riot came two sensational criminal trials that gripped the city. Prosecuting both cases was
none other than Francis Scott Key, a politically ambitious attorney famous for writing the lyrics to “The
Star-Spangled Banner,” who few now remember served as the city's district attorney for eight years. Key
defended slavery until the twilight's last gleaming, and pandered to racial fears by seeking capital
punishment for Arthur Bowen. But in a surprise twist his prosecution was thwarted by Arthur's ostensible
victim, Anna Thornton, a respected socialite who sought the help of President Andrew Jackson.

Ranging beyond the familiar confines of the White House and the Capitol, Snow-Storm in August delivers
readers into an unknown chapter of American history with a textured and absorbing account of the racial
secrets and contradictions that coursed beneath the freewheeling capital of a rising world power.

"Snow-Storm in August is the sort of book I most love to read: history so fresh it feels alive,
yet introducing me to a time and place that I had little known or utterly misunderstood. After reading
Jefferson Morley's vibrant account, one can never hear 'The Star-Spangled Banner' the same way
again."
—David Maraniss, author of Barack Obama: The Story
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From reader reviews:

Milton Jones:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the book untitled Snow-Storm in August: Washington City, Francis Scott Key, and the Forgotten
Race Riot of 1835 can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Carmel Smith:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the
book that recommended for your requirements is Snow-Storm in August: Washington City, Francis Scott
Key, and the Forgotten Race Riot of 1835 this e-book consist a lot of the information with the condition of
this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that
writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when he
makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Shelia Lopez:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Snow-Storm in August: Washington City, Francis
Scott Key, and the Forgotten Race Riot of 1835 can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You
are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these guides have than the others?

Roberta Granger:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By book Snow-Storm in August: Washington City, Francis Scott Key, and the Forgotten Race Riot of
1835 we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must love to
read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by
this book Snow-Storm in August: Washington City, Francis Scott Key, and the Forgotten Race Riot of 1835.
You can more inviting than now.
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