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For the few hundred television viewers in 1946, a special treat on the broadcast schedule was the variety
show called Hour Glass. It was the first TV program to go beyond talking heads, cooking demonstrations,
and sporting events, featuring instead dancers, comics, singers, and long commercials for its sponsor, Chase
and Sanborn coffee. Within two years, another variety show, Texaco Star Theatre, became the first true
television hit and would be credited with the sales of thousands of television sets. The variety show formula
was a staple of television in its first 30 years, in part because it lent itself to a medium where everything had
to be live and preferably inside a studio. Most of the early television stars—including Jackie Gleason, Milton
Berle, Sid Caesar, Ed Sullivan, Red Skelton, Dinah Shore, and Arthur Godfrey—rose to prominence through
weekly variety shows. In the 1960s, major stars such as Jerry Lewis, Dean Martin, Judy Garland and Danny
Kaye were hosting variety shows. By the 1970s, the format was giving way to sitcoms and dramas, but pop
music stars Sonny and Cher, Tony Orlando and Dawn, and Donny and Marie Osmond hosted some of the
last of the species. This book details 57 variety shows from the 1940s through the 1990s. A history of each
show is first provided, followed by a brief look at each episode. Air date, guest stars, sketches performed,
and a listing of songs featured are included.
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Blackshear:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Television Variety Shows: Histories and Episode Guides to 57
Programs. Try to the actual book Television Variety Shows: Histories and Episode Guides to 57 Programs as
your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course
make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Charlotte Ramsey:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What
did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question since just their
can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on
pre-school until university need this specific Television Variety Shows: Histories and Episode Guides to 57
Programs to read.

Gerald Magee:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this Television Variety Shows: Histories and
Episode Guides to 57 Programs book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Betty Blake:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Television Variety Shows: Histories and
Episode Guides to 57 Programs guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
uncertainty Television Variety Shows: Histories and Episode Guides to 57 Programs as good book not just
by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you
still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already



alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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