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An exploration and celebration of a controversial tradition that, contrary to popular opinion, is alive and
active after more than 150 years.

Yuval Taylor and Jake Austen investigate the complex history of black minstrelsy, adopted in the mid-
nineteenth century by African American performers who played the grinning blackface fool to entertain
black and white audiences. We now consider minstrelsy an embarrassing relic, but once blacks and whites
alike saw it as a black art form—and embraced it as such. And, as the authors reveal, black minstrelsy
remains deeply relevant to popular black entertainment, particularly in the work of contemporary artists like
Dave Chappelle, Flavor Flav, Spike Lee, and Lil Wayne. Darkest America explores the origins, heyday, and
present-day manifestations of this tradition, exploding the myth that it was a form of entertainment that
whites foisted on blacks, and shining a sure-to-be controversial light on how these incendiary performances
can be not only demeaning but also, paradoxically, liberating.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Bedwell:

This Darkest America: Black Minstrelsy from Slavery to Hip-Hop book is not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This particular Darkest America: Black Minstrelsy from Slavery to Hip-Hop
without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing.
Don't end up being worry Darkest America: Black Minstrelsy from Slavery to Hip-Hop can bring whenever
you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely
laptop even mobile phone. This Darkest America: Black Minstrelsy from Slavery to Hip-Hop having
excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Karen Chan:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to be go
through. Darkest America: Black Minstrelsy from Slavery to Hip-Hop can be your answer mainly because it
can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Kathryn Bowen:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
learn a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and
soon. The Darkest America: Black Minstrelsy from Slavery to Hip-Hop will give you a new experience in
reading through a book.

Cynthia Campbell:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of
news. Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just trying to find the Darkest America: Black Minstrelsy from Slavery to Hip-Hop when you
necessary it?
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