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In 1999 Pope John Paul II proclaimed Our Lady of Guadalupe a patron saint of the Americas. According to
oral tradition and historical documents, in 1531 Mary appeared as a beautiful Aztec princess to Juan Diego, a
poor Indian. Speaking to him in his own language, she asked him to tell the bishop her name was La Virgen
de Guadalupe and that she wanted a church built on the mountain. During a second visit, the image of the
Virgin miraculously appeared on his cape. Through the centuries, the enigmatic power of this image has
aroused such fervent devotion in Mexico that it has served as the banner of the rebellion against Spanish rule
and, despite skepticism and anticlericalism, still remains a potent symbol of the modern nation. In Mexican
Phoenix, David Brading traces the intellectual origins, the sudden efflorescence, and the theology that has
sustained the tradition of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Brading also documents the interaction of religion and
patriotism, and describes how the image has served as a banner both for independence and for the Church in
its struggle against the Liberal and revolutionary state. David Brading is Professor of Mexican History at the
University of Cambridge. He began his career at the University of California, Berkeley, and at Yale
University. He is also the author of Church and State in Bourbon Mexico (Cambridge, 1994), The First
America (Cambridge, 1991), and Miners and Merchants in Bourban Mexico, 1730-1810 (Cambridge, 1971).
Hb ISBN (2001): 0-521-80131-1
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From reader reviews:

Sophia Hartman:

The book Mexican Phoenix: Our Lady of Guadalupe: Image and Tradition across Five Centuries can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a
book Mexican Phoenix: Our Lady of Guadalupe: Image and Tradition across Five Centuries? Wide variety
you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it
is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Mexican Phoenix: Our Lady of
Guadalupe: Image and Tradition across Five Centuries has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great
and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Henry Brown:

The reason? Because this Mexican Phoenix: Our Lady of Guadalupe: Image and Tradition across Five
Centuries is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will
jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the
book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but
still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer
or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such
as help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that
book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

George Williams:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When
you learn a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Mexican Phoenix: Our Lady of Guadalupe: Image and Tradition across Five Centuries provide
you with new experience in looking at a book.

Josephine Weeks:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Mexican Phoenix: Our Lady of
Guadalupe: Image and Tradition across Five Centuries can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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