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In 1936 an American ornithologist named James Bond published the definitive taxonomy Birds of the West
Indies. Ian Fleming, an active bird-watcher living in Jamaica, appropriated the name for his novel’s lead
character. He found it "flat and colourless," a fitting choice for a character intended to be "anonymous ... a
blunt instrument in the hands of the government." In Field Guide to Birds of the West Indies, Taryn Simon
casts herself as James Bond (1900–89) the ornithologist, and identifies, photographs and classifies all the
birds that appear within the 24 films of the James Bond franchise. The appearance of many of the birds was
unplanned and virtually undetected, operating as background noise for whatever set they happened to fly
into. Simon’s ornithological discoveries occupy a liminal space?confined within the fiction of the James
Bond universe and yet wholly separate from it. This taxonomy of 331 birds is a precise consideration of a
new nature found in an alternate reality.
Taryn Simon (born 1975) is a multidisciplinary artist who has worked in photography, text, sculpture and
performance. Guided by an interest in systems of categorization and classification, her practice involves
extensive research into the power and structure of secrecy and the precarious nature of survival. Simon’s
works have been the subject of monographic exhibitions at Ullens Center for Contemporary Art, Beijing
(2013); The Museum of Modern Art, New York (2012); Tate Modern, London (2011); Neue Nationalgalerie,
Berlin (2011); and the Whitney Museum of American Art, New York (2007). Permanent collections include
The Metropolitan Museum of Art, Tate Modern, the Guggenheim Museum, Centre Georges Pompidou and
the Los Angeles County Museum of Art. Her work is included in the 56th Venice Biennale (2015). She is a
graduate of Brown University and a Guggenheim Fellow. Simon lives and works in New York.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Maday:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read
one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Taryn Simon: Field Guide to
Birds of the West Indies is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

James Dickens:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Taryn Simon:
Field Guide to Birds of the West Indies suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this
era. The particular book untitled Taryn Simon: Field Guide to Birds of the West Indiesis the main of several
books that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read
this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their
strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book
will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the
world on this book.

Jon Gonzalez:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely without
a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is actually Taryn
Simon: Field Guide to Birds of the West Indies.

Andrew Joy:

The book untitled Taryn Simon: Field Guide to Birds of the West Indies contain a lot of information on it.
The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so
do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author
will take you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book because you can please read
on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go
through.
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