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The United States had never lost a war—that is, until 1975, when it was forced to flee Saigon in humiliation
after losing to what Lyndon Johnson called a "raggedy-ass little fourth-rate country." The legacy of this first
defeat has haunted every president since, especially on the decision of whether to put "boots on the ground"
and commit troops to war.

In Haunting Legacy, the father-daughter journalist team of Marvin Kalb and Deborah Kalb presents a
compelling, accessible, and hugely important history of presidential decisionmaking on one crucial issue: in
light of the Vietnam debacle, under what circumstances should the United States go to war?

The sobering lesson of Vietnam is that the United States is not invincible—it can lose a war—and thus it
must be more discriminating about the use of American power. Every president has faced the ghosts of
Vietnam in his own way, though each has been wary of being sucked into another unpopular war. Ford
(during the Mayaguez crisis) and both Bushes (Persian Gulf, Iraq, Afghanistan) deployed massive force, as if
to say, "Vietnam, be damned." On the other hand, Carter, Clinton, and Reagan (to the surprise of many)
acted with extreme caution, mindful of the Vietnam experience. Obama has also wrestled with the Vietnam
legacy, using doses of American firepower in Libya while still engaged in Iraq and Afghanistan.

The authors spent five years interviewing hundreds of officials from every post war administration and
conducting extensive research in presidential libraries and archives, and they've produced insight and
information never before published. Equal parts taut history, revealing biography, and cautionary tale,
Haunting Legacy is must reading for anyone trying to understand the power of the past to influence war-and-
peace decisions of the present, and of the future.
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From reader reviews:

John Ashton:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Haunting Legacy:
Vietnam and the American Presidency from Ford to Obama will make you to become smarter. You can feel
much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading the
book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking
for best book or ideal book with you?

Janice Oconnell:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read
one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Haunting Legacy: Vietnam and the
American Presidency from Ford to Obama is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Jerome Chisolm:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Haunting Legacy: Vietnam and the
American Presidency from Ford to Obama as the daily resource information.

Barbera Champ:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Haunting Legacy: Vietnam and the American Presidency
from Ford to Obama can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.
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