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Approximately 1.8 million acres of the Hawaiian Kingdom’s Government and Crown Lands were ceded to
the United States upon Hawai‘i’s annexation in 1898. During Hawai?i’s territorial period, the U.S.
government appropriated large tracts of these lands for military and other purposes. Although some of this
property remains under federal control today, authority over most of the trust land was formally transferred
to the new State of Hawai‘i in 1959. This chapter examines the legal issues relating to what is commonly
known as the public land trust.

Federal and state law requires that the public land trust be held for specific purposes, including to benefit
those of not less than 50 percent Native Hawaiian ancestry. However, the administration of the trust has
generated a great deal of confusion, mismanagement, and controversy. Lawsuits have been filed regarding
the amount and distribution of income accrued by the use of trust lands for harbors and airports, the legality
of selling and leasing trust lands to private developers, and the question of whether persons of less than 50
percent Native Hawaiian ancestry are entitled to benefit from the trust and its revenues.

In addition to discussing the above issues, this chapter provides information about the relevant state
constitutional amendments, the applicable acts passed by the Hawai‘i legislature, and the potential
significance of the 1993 Apology by the United States for its role in the overthrow of the Hawaiian Kingdom
in the context of the trust.

“Public Land Trust” is Chapter 2 of Native Hawaiian Law: A Treatise, a volume that updates and expands on
the seminal work of the 1991 Native Hawaiian Rights Handbook. The publication is a collaborative effort of
the Native Hawaiian Legal Corporation, Ka Huli Ao Center for Excellence in Native Hawaiian Law at the
William S. Richardson School of Law – University of Hawai‘i at M?noa, and Kamehameha Publishing.
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Blackshear:

The book Native Hawaiian Law - A Treatise, Chapter 2: Public Land Trust can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing
like a book Native Hawaiian Law - A Treatise, Chapter 2: Public Land Trust? Some of you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for
each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Native Hawaiian Law - A Treatise, Chapter 2: Public
Land Trust has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous
world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Marie Nitta:

The publication with title Native Hawaiian Law - A Treatise, Chapter 2: Public Land Trust has a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new
era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere
you want.

Bertha Wood:

Beside this specific Native Hawaiian Law - A Treatise, Chapter 2: Public Land Trust in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people
live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Native Hawaiian Law - A Treatise, Chapter 2: Public Land
Trust because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get
what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot
be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book and
also read it from at this point!

Byron Hiebert:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Native Hawaiian Law - A Treatise, Chapter 2:
Public Land Trust or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Native Hawaiian Law - A Treatise, Chapter 2: Public Land Trust to make



your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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