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When construction of the Madeira-Mamoré Railroad began in 1867, Bolivia had lost its war with Chile,
causing it to become landlocked and unable to ship its minerals and other products from the Pacific Coast.
Since Bolivia needed to find a way to move products from the Atlantic Coast, the government decided a
railroad should be built around the Madeira River—which originates in Bolivia and travels almost 2,000
miles through Brazil to the Amazon—facilitating shipment to foreign markets via the Amazonian waterway.
Completion of the railroad was initially stalled by lack of funding, but the project was resurrected in the early
twentieth century and completed in 1912. Intended as an integral piece of the rubber export industry, the
railroad became unnecessary once the world supply of rubber moved from Brazil to Asia.

Although there have been many brief chronicles and writings about the Madeira-Mamoré Railroad over the
years, most barely scratch the surface of this incredible story. Of particular import in Tracks in the Amazon
are the photographs—which until now have rarely been seen—taken by Dana Merrill, a New York
photographer hired to document the construction of the railroad. It also includes reproductions of the Porto
Velho Marconigram, an English-language newspaper written for and by the American expatriates who lived
in the construction headquarters at Porto Velho. Because this unique railroad traversed the densest tropical
jungle on earth, more than 10,000 workers lost their lives laying the first five miles of track. The images and
descriptions of the life of the workers on the railroad illustrate the challenges of working in the jungles—the
unforgiving climate, malaria and yellow feverbearing mosquitoes, and the threat of wild animals—which
made conditions for the workers next to impossible.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Shuler:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside the park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your free
time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the book untitled Tracks in the Amazon: The Day-to-Day Life of the Workers on the Madeira-
Mamoré Railroad can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Florence Nguyen:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its
protect may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not
because fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Tracks in the Amazon: The Day-
to-Day Life of the Workers on the Madeira-Mamoré Railroad why because the fantastic cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as
the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Jessica Adkins:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Tracks in the Amazon: The Day-to-Day Life
of the Workers on the Madeira-Mamoré Railroad or maybe others sources were given understanding for you.
After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for
teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science book, any other book likes Tracks in the Amazon: The Day-to-Day Life of the Workers on the
Madeira-Mamoré Railroad to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Marion Driskell:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Tracks in the Amazon: The Day-to-Day Life
of the Workers on the Madeira-Mamoré Railroad to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy
you just read it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to
like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the publication Tracks in the Amazon: The Day-to-Day Life of
the Workers on the Madeira-Mamoré Railroad can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel



alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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