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The Manhattan skyline is one of the great wonders of the modern world. But how and why did it form?
Much has been written about the city's architecture and its general history, but little work has explored the
economic forces that created the skyline.

In Building the Skyline, Jason Barr chronicles the economic history of the Manhattan skyline. In the process,
he debunks some widely held misconceptions about the city's history. Starting with Manhattan's natural and
geological history, Barr moves on to how these formations influenced early land use and the development of
neighborhoods, including the dense tenement neighborhoods of Five Points and the Lower East Side, and
how these early decisions eventually impacted the location of skyscrapers built during the Skyscraper
Revolution at the end of the 19th century.

Barr then explores the economic history of skyscrapers and the skyline, investigating the reasons for their
heights, frequencies, locations, and shapes. He discusses why skyscrapers emerged downtown and why they
appeared three miles to the north in midtown-but not in between the two areas. Contrary to popular belief,
this was not due to the depths of Manhattan's bedrock, nor the presence of Grand Central Station. Rather,
midtown's emergence was a response to the economic and demographic forces that were taking place north
of 14th Street after the Civil War.

Building the Skyline also presents the first rigorous investigation of the causes of the building boom during
the Roaring Twenties. Contrary to conventional wisdom, the boom was largely a rational response to the
economic growth of the nation and city. The last chapter investigates the value of Manhattan Island and the
relationship between skyscrapers and land prices. Finally, an Epilogue offers policy recommendations for a
resilient and robust future skyline.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Calderon:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to reading a
publication. The book Building the Skyline: The Birth and Growth of Manhattan's Skyscrapers it is very
good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers
high quality.

Jose Lloyd:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get great deal
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is definitely Building the Skyline: The Birth and Growth of Manhattan's Skyscrapers.

Ana May:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The Building the
Skyline: The Birth and Growth of Manhattan's Skyscrapers provide you with new experience in looking at a
book.

Jeffrey Channell:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Building the Skyline:
The Birth and Growth of Manhattan's Skyscrapers which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's view.
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