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Dewey sought to at once synthesize, criticize, and expand upon the democratic (or proto-democratic)
educational philosophies of Jean-Jacques Rousseau and Plato. He saw Rousseau's philosophy as
overemphasizing the individual and Plato's philosophy as overemphasizing the society in which the
individual lived.

In Democracy and Education, Dewey argues that the primary ineluctable facts of the birth and death of each
one of the constituent members in a social group determine the necessity of education. On one hand, there is
the contrast between the immaturity of the new-born members of the group (its future sole representatives)
and the maturity of the adult members who possess the knowledge and customs of the group. On the other
hand, there is the necessity that these immature members be not merely physically preserved in adequate
numbers, but that they be initiated into the interests, purposes, information, skill, and practices of the mature
members: otherwise the group will cease its characteristic life.

“Each clause is a tightly packed and organized statement. Mr. Dewey supplies nothing that he thinks the
reader might supply himself….The result is not information or propaganda but a book which is the mature
wisdom of the finest and most powerful intellect devoted to the future of American civilization.” -New
Republic

“The author’s aim here is to detect and state the ideas implied in a democratic society and to apply those
ideas to the problems of education. Constructive aims and methods of public education as seen from this
point of view are indicated. The author connects the growth of democracy with the development of the
experimental method in the sciences, with evolutionary ideas in the biological sciences and with the
industrial reorganization.” -Boston Transcript

“This is a period of reconstruction and Dewey is its prophet. He has already been termed one of the ‘major
prophets of today’; it seems hardly too much to conceive that the twenty-first century will study three great
stages in educational theory, Plato, Rousseau, and Dewey.” -The Dial

“The book is a very stimulating source of ideas for anyone who wishes to systemize his general thinking on
educational theory. The book has in it very few discussions of concrete educational situations. It is in no
sense of the word a book of methods or a book of concrete prescriptions about school activities. It is a
philosophy of education rather than a handbook on school organization.” -Elementary School Journal

“Professor John Dewey in ‘Democracy and Education’ presents for the first time in a unified form the
philosophic foundation of his educational theory. His book is itself a most brilliant example of the function
of philosophy, for he gives us a transvaluation of educational ideals and methods in the light of a theory of
knowledge of which he has been the chief originator.” -Independent

“A notable contribution to the philosophy of education.” -The Nation
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From reader reviews:

Vincent Ashworth:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Democracy and Education:
An Introduction to the Philosophy of Education is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Stephen Comerford:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline
Democracy and Education: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Education suitable to you? Often the book
was written by well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Democracy and Education: An
Introduction to the Philosophy of Educationis the one of several books which everyone read now. This book
was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that
you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about
this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Mark Johnson:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but novel and Democracy and Education: An Introduction to the
Philosophy of Education or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes Democracy and Education: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Education to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Ralph Ainsworth:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Democracy and Education: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Education we can have
more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book
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