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Will it follow the model of the Western capitalist democracies, as those who applied the economic shock
therapy of the early 90s hoped, or will it chose its own distinct path of development? In this history of Russia
from 1917 to the present, Alexander Chubarov teases out certain themes developed in his previous book on
tsarist Russia (The Fragile Empire). One of the key factors to Russia's distinctiveness is its halfway location
in the center of the Eurasian landmass. This lends an inevitability to the traditional cultural schism between
Westernizing reformers and Slavophiles. Neither approach, says Chubarov, will work on its own. Chubarov
offers "a balanced view, abstaining from narrow, ideologically biased assessments," and examines the
triumphs (yes) and failures of Russia's Soviet development "within Russia's own cultural and historical
context." Without ever minimizing the brutalities of the Soviet period-the state terror, the collectivizations,
the labor camps, the deportations of whole peoples-Chubarov demonstrates much continuity between tsarist
and Soviet Russia, with the latter often repeating the former's mistakes. Russia, says Chubarov, cannot turn
its back on its Soviet experience. Far from being a blind alley or "aberrant phase," the Soviet period was an
organic part of Russia history and "was largely successful in turning Russia and most of the other Soviet
republics into modern states."
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From reader reviews:

April Little:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Russia's Bitter Path to Modernity:
A History of the Soviet and Post-Soviet Eras. All type of book could you see on many sources. You can look
for the internet sources or other social media.

Lily Pawlak:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer
that question due to the fact just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is right. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Russia's Bitter Path to Modernity:
A History of the Soviet and Post-Soviet Eras to read.

Scottie Kelly:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Russia's Bitter Path to Modernity: A History of the Soviet and Post-Soviet Eras, you can tells
your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading
a guide.

Elliott Townsend:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This guide Russia's Bitter Path to Modernity: A History of the Soviet and
Post-Soviet Eras was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many
ways to get book you wanted.
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