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In the 1930s, Britain had the highest annual per capita cinema attendance in the world, far surpassing
ballroom dancing as the nation's favorite pastime. It was, as historian A.J.P. Taylor said, the "essential social
habit of the age." And yet, although we know something about the demographics of British cinemagoers, we
know almost nothing of their experience of film, how film affected them, how it fit into their daily lives,
what role cinema played in the larger culture of the time, and in what ways cinemagoing shaped the
generation that came of age in the 1930s.

In Dreaming of Fred and Ginger, Annette Kuhn draws upon contemporary publications, extensive
interviews with cinemagoers themselves, and readings of selected film, to produce a provocative and
perspective-altering ethno-historical study. Taking cinemagoers' accounts of their own experiences as both
"the engine and product of investigation," Kuhn enters imaginatively into the world of 1930s cinema culture
and analyzes its place in popular memory. Among the topics she examines are the physical space of the
cinemas; the role film played in growing up; the experience of being a member of a cinema audience; film-
inspired fantasies of American life; the importance of cinema to adolescence in offering role models, ideals
of romance, as well as practical opportunities for courtship; and the sheer pleasure of watching such film
stars as Fred Astaire, Ginger Rogers, Nelson Eddy, Ronald Colman, and many others.

Engagingly written and painstakingly researched, with contributions to film history, cultural studies, and
social history, Dreaming of Fred and Ginger offers an illuminating account of a key moment in British
cultural memory.
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From reader reviews:

Van Gee:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that
need more time to be go through. Dreaming of Fred and Ginger: Cinema and Cultural Memory can be your
answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Connie Pauls:

Beside this Dreaming of Fred and Ginger: Cinema and Cultural Memory in your phone, it might give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is
fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is
good thing to have Dreaming of Fred and Ginger: Cinema and Cultural Memory because this book offers for
you readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come
on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable,
such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from
at this point!

Santos Conrad:

You will get this Dreaming of Fred and Ginger: Cinema and Cultural Memory by look at the bookstore or
Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-
book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for
you.

Katrina Hering:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you know
that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Dreaming of Fred and Ginger:
Cinema and Cultural Memory.
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