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The 12 months known in history as the Year of the Four Emperors was a pivotal chapter in the long epoch of
the Roman Empire. It marked the tumultuous end of the Julio-Claudian Dynasty and the advent of a year of
civil war, renewal and realignment, the result of which was the establishment of a new era and the founding
of a new (and arguably more rational and responsible) imperial dynasty.

The controversial year began with the decline of the Julio-Claudian dynasty under the rule of Emperor Nero.
Nero was the last ruler of a dynasty founded by Julius Caesar, who was perhaps the most famous Roman
emperor that never was. The Julio-Claudian succession included such names as Augustus, Tiberius, Caligula,
Claudius, and of course Nero, names that resonate with great power throughout the chronicles of Roman
history, in many cases thanks to the violence, madness, misrule and decadence that seemed to take root at the
center of imperial Rome at the dawn of the common era.

In 54 CE, at the age of 16, Nero ascended to the imperial throne, and for the most part his arrival was well
received. Among his early achievements was the granting of certain basic rights to slaves, the strengthening
of the senate, a reduction in taxes and the general encouragement of modesty and restraint. He was initially
attentive to the military, the central pillar of imperial power, and indeed, it was during his reign that the
British resistance was broken in the aftermath of the rebellion of the Iceni Queen Boadicea, which in 61 CE
resulted in a signature Roman victory.

However, with the passage of time, the darker side of Nero’s nature gradually began to manifest, and his
cruelty and instability began to erode his early popularity. On July 18, 64 CE, Rome burned, with 3 of its 14
precincts destroyed and 7 others critically damaged. Although Nero responded to the disaster responsibly, by
providing what assistance he could to those affected, rumors nonetheless circulated that he had been
responsible for the fire, or at the very least had stood by and allowed it to consume those parts of Rome that
he desired for the grandiose public works and building projects with which he was credited. In response to
this, he blamed Christians for the fire, beginning the signature persecution of Roman Christians that has been
so widely recorded in Roman history. Nero was eventually declared a public enemy, and finding himself
without support, he committed suicide on June 9, 68 CE, the first Roman emperor to do so.

Having left no heir, Nero’s death plunged the empire into confusion and chaos, bringing to an end the Julio-
Claudian lineage while at the same time offering no clear rule of succession. This presented the opportunity
for influential individuals in the empire, and in particular provincial governors who also commanded large
military garrisons, to express and further their own ambitions to power. The result was a period of instability
and civil war as several pretenders to the throne, among them the emperors Galba, Otho and Vitellius, gained
and lost power, until finally the emperor Vespasian seized and retained the imperial principate. Vespasian



imposed order and discipline on a chaotic empire and founded the Flavian Dynasty, which survived until CE
96, encompassing the reigns of Vespasian himself (69–79), and his two sons Titus (79–81) and Domitian
(81–96).

The Year of the Four Emperors: The History of the Civil War to Succeed Nero as Emperor of Rome
chronicles one of the most important years in the history of the Roman Empire. Along with pictures of
important people, places, and events, you will learn about the Year of the Four Emperors like never before.
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From reader reviews:

Vivian Bennett:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Year of the Four Emperors:
The History of the Civil War to Succeed Nero as Emperor of Rome is our recommendation to help you keep
up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Todd Jacobs:

The ability that you get from The Year of the Four Emperors: The History of the Civil War to Succeed Nero
as Emperor of Rome may be the more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you
get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Year of the Four
Emperors: The History of the Civil War to Succeed Nero as Emperor of Rome giving you buzz feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read that
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific The Year of the Four Emperors: The
History of the Civil War to Succeed Nero as Emperor of Rome instantly.

Jose Holmes:

This book untitled The Year of the Four Emperors: The History of the Civil War to Succeed Nero as
Emperor of Rome to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read
this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you
can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from
your list.

Nicole Norris:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting The Year of the Four Emperors:
The History of the Civil War to Succeed Nero as Emperor of Rome that give your entertainment preference
will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way
for people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of
you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick The Year of the Four Emperors: The
History of the Civil War to Succeed Nero as Emperor of Rome become your current starter.
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