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Interplanetary travel? No one ever thought it would be this hard, especially the folks that are not literally
‘rocket scientists’! Why is it that 50 years after the official start of the Space Age we do not have colonies on
the moon and Mars already? Why are we still plodding along in Earth orbit? There are a million of these
kinds of questions you can ask, but when you dig into their answers you uncover something very odd indeed.
In my previous book ‘Interstellar Travel: An Astronomer’s Guide’ I laid out all of the astronomical
challenges to interstellar travel and colonization. The bottom line was that this was an adventure filled with
dreams but no technology to get us there. In this companion book, ‘Interplanetary Travel: An Astronomer's
Guide’, we discover that in fact we have all the technology we need to make it happen, but our current
problem is we lack dreams. Think about it. Most of the science fiction you read is all about interstellar travel.
Our little neighborhood in the universe is almost always given short shrift. We have no dreams about our
own solar system that can stand toe-to-toe with the technological fantasy of interstellar empires and
exploration. We have no dreams about planetary colonization, or stories to entice us to invest in this effort.
There are no great expectations about what we will find that is worth going after. So as an astronomer, I look
at interplanetary travel as very much the odd duck. It’s not that we don’t have the technology. The problem is
Congress can’t see the point in the investment and rushed timetable. Yet engineers keep plugging ahead,
literally on their lunch-hours and coffee breaks, and developing what is needed on their benches and in their
laboratories. Funded by their own dreams, and small pots of money cobbled together from government and
private grants, they steadily advance the limits of what we can do. In this book, I want to show you some of
the best ideas we have about interplanetary travel. Does it really make sense to travel outside the asteroid
belt, when all you will find there are moons made of ice? There is an entire mythology that has grown up in
science fiction that has human miners spread across the solar system, but the astronomical reality is that
beyond Mars, all you will find is ice. Mining the ice on the moons of Saturn is far more expensive than on
the moons of Jupiter, so astronomy limits our economic activities to basically the inner solar system! This
book is not just a about limits, but about what kinds of considerations go into making interplanetary travel an
economic reality. In the end, you will discover that our future in space will depend on some very hard
thinking about how we see ourselves interacting with the universe in the near future.
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From reader reviews:

Tonya Sewell:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Interplanetary Travel: An Astronomer's Guide book is readable simply by you who
hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of
Interplanetary Travel: An Astronomer's Guide content conveys prospect easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you
even now thinking Interplanetary Travel: An Astronomer's Guide is not loveable to be your top collection
reading book?

Kirby Paradiso:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill
in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this
Interplanetary Travel: An Astronomer's Guide.

David McClure:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Interplanetary Travel: An Astronomer's Guide your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation that
will maybe you never get prior to. The Interplanetary Travel: An Astronomer's Guide giving you one more
experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased
when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Lisa Mercado:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several
books in the top collection in your reading list is definitely Interplanetary Travel: An Astronomer's Guide.
This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By



looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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