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Man at the Helm, the debut novel from Nina Stibbe?the much-loved author of Love, Nina?is a wildly comic,
brilliantly sharp-eyed novel about the horrors of being an attractive divorcée in an English village in the
1970s, and a family's fall from grace....

My sister and I and our little brother were born (in that order) into a very good situation and apart from the
odd new thing life was humdrum and comfortable until an evening in 1970 when my mother listened in to
my father's phone call and ended up blowing her nose on a tea towel?a thing she'd only have done in an
absolute emergency.

Not long after her parents' separation, heralded by an awkward scene involving a wet Daily Telegraph and a
pan of cold eggs, nine-year-old Lizzie Vogel, her sister and little brother and their now-divorcée mother are
packed off to a small, slightly hostile village in the English countryside. Their mother is all alone, only 31
years of age, with three young children and a Labrador. It is no wonder, when you put it like that, that she
becomes a menace and a drunk. And a playwright.

Worried about the bad playwriting?though more about becoming wards of court and being sent to the
infamous Crescent Home for Children?Lizzie and her sister decide to contact, by letter, suitable men in the
area. In order to stave off the local social worker they urgently need to find a new Man at the Helm.

Nina Stibbe was born in Leicester. She is the author of the hugely acclaimed, Love, Nina. She now lives in
Cornwall with her partner and two children. Man at the Helm is her first novel.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Murry:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has different type.
Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading whatever they
get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading through a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Man at the Helm.

Samuel Salamanca:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your free
of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read.
If you want to try look for book, may be the book untitled Man at the Helm can be excellent book to read.
May be it could be best activity to you.

Guadalupe Baum:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Man at the Helm that give
your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world
can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of
the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of
you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, you may pick Man at the Helm become your current starter.

Hilton Rogers:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Man at the Helm can make you feel more interested to read.
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