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In 1969, Princeton physicist Gerard O'Neill began looking outward to space colonies as the new frontier for
humanity's expansion. A decade later, Eric Drexler, an MIT-trained engineer, turned his attention to the
molecular world as the place where society's future needs could be met using self-replicating nanoscale
machines. These modern utopians predicted that their technologies could transform society as humans
mastered the ability to create new worlds, undertook atomic-scale engineering, and, if truly successful,
overcame their own biological limits. The Visioneers tells the story of how these scientists and the
communities they fostered imagined, designed, and popularized speculative technologies such as space
colonies and nanotechnologies.

Patrick McCray traces how these visioneers blended countercultural ideals with hard science,
entrepreneurship, libertarianism, and unbridled optimism about the future. He shows how they built networks
that communicated their ideas to writers, politicians, and corporate leaders. But the visioneers were not
immune to failure--or to the lures of profit, celebrity, and hype. O'Neill and Drexler faced difficulty funding
their work and overcoming colleagues' skepticism, and saw their ideas co-opted and transformed by Timothy
Leary, the scriptwriters of Star Trek, and many others. Ultimately, both men struggled to overcome stigma
and ostracism as they tried to unshackle their visioneering from pejorative labels like "fringe" and
"pseudoscience."

The Visioneers provides a balanced look at the successes and pitfalls they encountered. The book exposes the
dangers of promotion--oversimplification, misuse, and misunderstanding--that can plague exploratory
science. But above all, it highlights the importance of radical new ideas that inspire us to support cutting-
edge research into tomorrow's technologies.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Venegas:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that
question because just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes,
it is appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this The Visioneers: How a Group of
Elite Scientists Pursued Space Colonies, Nanotechnologies, and a Limitless Future to read.

Donn Chavez:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific The Visioneers: How a
Group of Elite Scientists Pursued Space Colonies, Nanotechnologies, and a Limitless Future book as
beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Marsha Bridges:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer can be The Visioneers: How a Group of Elite Scientists Pursued Space Colonies,
Nanotechnologies, and a Limitless Future why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards
to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or
even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Kaci Carter:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The The Visioneers:
How a Group of Elite Scientists Pursued Space Colonies, Nanotechnologies, and a Limitless Future provide
you with new experience in reading through a book.
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