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Of Human Bondage is a 1915 novel by W. Somerset Maugham. Isis generally agreed to be his masterpiece
and to be strongly autobiographical in nature, although Maugham stated, "Thisis anovel, not an
autobiography, though much in it is autobiographical, more is pure invention."

The book begins with the death of the mother of the nine-year-old protagonist, Philip Carey. Philip's father
had already died afew months before, and the orphan Philip is sent to live with his aunt and uncle. Hisuncle
isavicar of Blackstable, asmall village in Kent. Philip inherits a small fortune but the money isheld in
custody by hisuncle until heis 21, giving his uncle agreat deal of power over him until he reaches his
maturity.

Early chapters relate Philip's experience at the vicarage. His aunt tries to be a mother to Philip, but sheis
herself childish and unsure of how to behave, whereas his uncle takes a cold disposition towards him.
Philip's uncle has an eclectic collection of books, and in reading Philip finds away to escape his mundane
existence and experience fascinating worlds of fiction.

Lessthan ayear later, Philip is sent to a boarding school. Philip shows considerable academic talent and is
informed by the school's headmaster that he could have earned a scholarship for Oxford, but instead he
becomes determined to leave the school and go to Germany. Philip's uncle and the headmaster oppose
Philip's desire to go to Germany, but eventually they givein and allow him to go to Heidelberg for a year.

In Heidelberg, Philip lives at a boarding house with other foreigners and studies German, among other
subjects. Philip isintrigued by hislong discourses with Hayward and Weeks and eventually becomes
convinced that he need not believe in the Church of England; aradical ideafor him as he had been brought
up with staunch Christian value.

Therest of the book tells the romantic history of Philip. Eventually Philip gets married and puts aside his
lofty, complex artistic and philosophical ideals, coming to the conclusion that "the simplest pattern, that in
which aman is born, worked, married, had children, and died, was likewise the most perfect.”

The Modern Library ranked Of Human Bondage No. 66 on itslist of the 100 best English-language novels of
the 20th century.
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From reader reviews:
Charles Green:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?

Y ep, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Of Human
Bondage? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. Y ou know beside you can spend your time together
with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various
other opinion?

Theresa Adams:

Here thing why this specific Of Human Bondage are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at
abook is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or
not. Of Human Bondage giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication
out there but there is no publication that similar with Of Human Bondage. It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can
be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach
home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Of
Human Bondage in e-book can be your option.

Rigaoberto Stansdll:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy your
limited time to read it because all of thistime you only find e-book that need more time to be read. Of
Human Bondage can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short extratime
problems.

Scott Hicks:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can
choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching fromit. Itis
known as of book Of Human Bondage. Y ou'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed
book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must
aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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