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A multi-disciplinary exploration of China’s first great classical novel, Three Kingdoms, and its influence on
Chinese culture.

This is the first book-length treatment in English of Three Kingdoms (Sanguo yanyi), often regarded as
China’s first great classical novel. Set in the historical period of the disunion (220–280 AD), Three
Kingdoms fuses history and popular tradition to create a sweeping epic of heroism and political ambition.
The essays in this volume explore the multifarious connections between Three Kingdoms and Chinese
culture from a variety of disciplines, including history, literature, philosophy, art history, theater, cultural
studies, and communications, demonstrating the diversity of backgrounds against which this novel can be
studied.

Some of the most memorable episodes and figures in Chinese literature appear within its pages, and Three
Kingdoms has had a profound influence on personal, social, and political behavior, even language usage, in
the daily life of people in China today. The novel has inspired countless works of theater and art, and, more
recently, has been the source for movies and a television series. Long popular in other countries of East Asia,
such as Japan, Korea, and Vietnam, Three Kingdoms has also been introduced to younger generations around
the globe through a series of extremely popular computer games. This study helps create a better
understanding of the work’s unique place in Chinese culture.

“…the editors have done a good service with a well-edited volume, for which they should be congratulated.”
— Journal of Asian Studies

“…Three Kingdoms and Chinese Culture succeeds in living up to the promise of its title. The reader is given
a wonderfully rich volume on the dramatic conflicts within the novel, its relationship with preceding
historiography, its cultural manifestations in art, drama and performance arts in imperial times, and its fresh
recreations in modern-day television drama, software games, and multimedia in China and East Asia. This
book will be of great interest to anyone who wants to understand why modern Chinese venerate their ancient
culture and how traditional values are interpreted and reinvented in contemporary contexts.” — Bulletin of
the School of Oriental and African Studies

“Three Kingdoms is one of the greatest novels in all Chinese literature. This volume addresses it from
historical, philosophical, literary, theatrical, military tactical, and popular cultural perspectives and is a
significant and useful companion to Moss Roberts’ English translation of the novel.” — Jan W. Walls,
coeditor and cotranslator of Classical Chinese Myths

Contributors include Kimberly Besio, Dominic Cheung, George A. Hayden, Junhao Hong, Jinhee Kim,
Catherine Pagani, Moss Roberts, Bojun Shen, Hoyt Cleveland Tillman, Constantine Tung, Elizabeth
Wichmann-Walczak, and Jiyuan Yu.
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From reader reviews:

Yael Whitehead:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Three Kingdoms and Chinese Culture (SUNY Series in
Chinese Philosophy and Culture) (SUNY Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture (Paperback)). Try to
make book Three Kingdoms and Chinese Culture (SUNY Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) (SUNY
Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture (Paperback)) as your buddy. It means that it can to become your
friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is
very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

William Rice:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a e-book. The book Three Kingdoms and Chinese Culture (SUNY Series in Chinese
Philosophy and Culture) (SUNY Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture (Paperback)) it is extremely good
to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this
book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high
quality.

Sophia Morrison:

This Three Kingdoms and Chinese Culture (SUNY Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) (SUNY Series
in Chinese Philosophy and Culture (Paperback)) is great e-book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if
you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Three Kingdoms and
Chinese Culture (SUNY Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) (SUNY Series in Chinese Philosophy
and Culture (Paperback)) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous
just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this book already do
that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?



Katherine Hood:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Three Kingdoms and Chinese Culture (SUNY
Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) (SUNY Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture (Paperback))
can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your
time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than
the others?
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