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A millennium ago, Baghdad was the capital of one of history’s greatest civilizations. A new Islamic era was
under way. Yet despite the profound cultural achievements, many Muslims felt their society had gone astray.
Shi?a Muslims challenged the dominant narrative of Islamic success with stories of loss. Faithful Muslims
have long debated whether Sunni caliphs or Shi?a imams were the true heirs of the Prophet Muhammad.
More influential has been the way Muslim communities remembered those disputes through stories that
influenced how to think and feel about them, Matthew Pierce argues.

Twelve Infallible Men focuses on the role of narratives of the imams in the development of a distinct Shi?a
identity. During the tenth century, at a critical juncture in Islamic history, a group of scholars began
assembling definitive works containing accounts of the twelve imams’ lives. These collective biographies
constructed a sacred history, portraying the imams as strong, beautiful, learned, and pious. Miracles
surrounded their birth, and they became miracle workers in turn, but were nevertheless betrayed and
martyred by enemies.

These biographies inspired and entertained, but more importantly they offered a meaningful narrative of
history for Muslims who revered the imams. The accounts invoked shared memories and shaped communal
responses and ritual practices of grieving. Mourning the imams’ tragic fates helped nascent Shi?a
communities resist the pressure to forget their story. The biographies of the imams became a focal point of
cultural memory, inspiring Shi?a religious imagination for centuries to come.
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From reader reviews:

Margaretta Lee:

Here thing why this specific Twelve Infallible Men: The Imams and the Making of Shi'ism are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is
the content is as yummy as food or not. Twelve Infallible Men: The Imams and the Making of Shi'ism giving
you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no publication
that similar with Twelve Infallible Men: The Imams and the Making of Shi'ism. It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened
around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means home by
train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Twelve Infallible
Men: The Imams and the Making of Shi'ism in e-book can be your substitute.

Eli Benton:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what
kind of e-book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want really
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Twelve Infallible
Men: The Imams and the Making of Shi'ism is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Shawn Jones:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Twelve Infallible Men: The Imams and the Making of Shi'ism your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get previous to. The Twelve Infallible Men: The Imams and the Making of Shi'ism
giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information
for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind
will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Ronald Kleiman:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Twelve Infallible Men: The Imams
and the Making of Shi'ism is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically
the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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