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Winner of the 2015 Pulitzer Prize for History

Encounters at the Heart of the World concerns the Mandan Indians, iconic Plains people whose teeming,
busy towns on the upper Missouri River were for centuries at the center of the North American universe. We
know of them mostly because Lewis and Clark spent the winter of 1804-1805 with them, but why don't we
know more? Who were they really? In this extraordinary book, Elizabeth A. Fenn retrieves their history by
piecing together important new discoveries in archaeology, anthropology, geology, climatology,
epidemiology, and nutritional science. Her boldly original interpretation of these diverse research findings
offers us a new perspective on early American history, a new interpretation of the American past.
By 1500, more than twelve thousand Mandans were established on the northern Plains, and their commercial
prowess, agricultural skills, and reputation for hospitality became famous. Recent archaeological discoveries
show how these Native American people thrived, and then how they collapsed. The damage wrought by
imported diseases like smallpox and the havoc caused by the arrival of horses and steamboats were tragic for
the Mandans, yet, as Fenn makes clear, their sense of themselves as a people with distinctive traditions
endured.
A riveting account of Mandan history, landscapes, and people, Fenn's narrative is enriched and enlivened not
only by science and research but by her own encounters at the heart of the world.
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Bull:

The particular book Encounters at the Heart of the World: A History of the Mandan People will bring
someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you
try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Encounters at the Heart of the
World: A History of the Mandan People is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book
from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Ana Jara:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read will be Encounters at the Heart of the World: A History of the Mandan People.

Carolyn Lutz:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Encounters at the Heart of the World:
A History of the Mandan People guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism
Encounters at the Heart of the World: A History of the Mandan People as good book but not only by the
cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do
you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Herbert Gist:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Encounters at the Heart of the World: A
History of the Mandan People to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it
and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open
up a book and examine it. Beside that the publication Encounters at the Heart of the World: A History of the
Mandan People can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're
doing of these time.
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