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This first comprehensive history of the Kennedy Space Center, NASA's famous launch facility located at
Cape Canaveral, Florida, reveals the vital but largely unknown work that takes place before the rocket is lit.
Though the famous Vehicle Assembly Building and launch pads dominate the flat Florida landscape at Cape
Canaveral and attract 1.5 million people each year to its visitor complex, few members of the public are
privy to what goes on there beyond the final outcome of the flaring rocket as it lifts into space. With
unprecedented access to a wide variety of sources, including the KSC archives, other NASA centers, the
National Archives, and individual and group interviews and collections, Lipartito and Butler explore how the
methods and technology for preparing, testing, and launching spacecraft have evolved over the last 45 years.
Their story includes the Mercury and Gemini missions, the Apollo lunar program, the Space Shuttle,
scientific missions and robotic spacecraft, and the International Space Station, as well as the tragic accidents
of Challenger and Columbia. Throughout, the authors reveal the unique culture of the people who work at
KSC and make Kennedy distinct from other parts of NASA.
 As Lipartito and Butler show, big NASA projects, notably the Space Shuttle and the International Space
Station, had much to learn on the ground before they made it to space. Long before a spacecraft started its
ascent, crucial work had been done, work that combined the muscular and mundane with the high tech and
applied the vital skills and knowledge of the men and women of KSC to the design of vehicles and missions.
The authors challenge notions that successful innovation was simply the result of good design alone and
argue that, with large technical systems, real world experience actually made the difference between bold
projects that failed and innovations that stayed within budget and produced consistent results. The authors
pay particular attention to "operational knowledge" developed by KSC--the insights that came from using
and operating complex technology. This work makes it abundantly clear that the processes performed by
ground operations are absolutely vital to success.
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From reader reviews:

Amy McCarter:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider when those
information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take A History of the Kennedy Space Center as the daily resource information.

Todd Goff:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this A History of the Kennedy Space Center
publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill
only for eliminate your hunger then you still question A History of the Kennedy Space Center as good book
not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its deal
with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Catherine Ng:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top list in your reading list is usually A History of the Kennedy Space Center. This book that is qualified
as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review
this book you can get many advantages.

Irene Wang:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This publication A History of the Kennedy Space Center was filled about science. Spend your
free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has various feel
when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to
read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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