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Today’s stand-alone comedians are a breed apart from those who came before. No longer content with
simply getting laughs, they see themselves as sociopolitical commentators; they’re not afraid to get up close
and personal, or say what’s really on their minds. And all seem to aspire to a one-person show on a New
York stage—or a Home Box Office comedy special, which now amounts to a more or less comparable
venue.

But how does an aspiring comic graduate from doing routines in clubs to performing solo shows in theatres?
How does one raise the stakes and make the segue? How do you set yourself apart from the crowd? In short,
how do you go “beyond stand-up,” in George Carlin’s words, to “comedy as art”?

This close look at the groundbreakers and road pavers offers some perspective: Mort Sahl, the first funster to
spin the comedy world on its ear…Lenny Bruce, who expanded on the definition of stand-up by taking on
topics like racism and organized religion…uncompromising satirist George Carlin…pioneer African
American comic Dick Gregory, who broke the color barrier…Richard Pryor the first stand-up to find box
office success with a performance film…Korean American comedian Margaret Cho, who has picked up
where Pryor left off… and Marga Gomez, whom Robin Williams has hailed as “a lesbian Lenny Bruce.”

This ebook is a bonus chapter in the revised and expanded edition of ACTING SOLO: THE ART AND
CRAFT OF SOLO PERFORMANCE, which will be available in Fall 2012. (The chapter will appear in the
print edition of the book; it will not be included in the digital versions of ACTING SOLO).
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Schwartz:

The book Stand-Up and Solo Performance: How Richard Pryor Paved the Trail for Margaret Cho & Others
(Past Times Solo Performance Series Book 13) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You
need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book Stand-Up and Solo
Performance: How Richard Pryor Paved the Trail for Margaret Cho & Others (Past Times Solo Performance
Series Book 13) to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open
and read a reserve Stand-Up and Solo Performance: How Richard Pryor Paved the Trail for Margaret Cho &
Others (Past Times Solo Performance Series Book 13). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Christine Knox:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider when those
information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which one
is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take Stand-Up and Solo Performance: How Richard Pryor Paved the Trail for
Margaret Cho & Others (Past Times Solo Performance Series Book 13) as your daily resource information.

Kari Annis:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will
get great deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically
the book you have read will be Stand-Up and Solo Performance: How Richard Pryor Paved the Trail for
Margaret Cho & Others (Past Times Solo Performance Series Book 13).

Jamie Ault:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Stand-Up and Solo Performance: How Richard
Pryor Paved the Trail for Margaret Cho & Others (Past Times Solo Performance Series Book 13) can give
you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This



publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some
other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Stand-Up and Solo
Performance: How Richard Pryor Paved the Trail for Margaret Cho & Others (Past Times Solo Performance
Series Book 13).
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