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A comprehensive examination of the rituals and philosophies of the Celtic holiday of Samhain, the
inspiration for Halloween.

• Presents the true meaning of this ancient holiday and shows how contemporary observances still faithfully
reflect the rituals of pagan ancestors.

• Explains why this holiday, largely confined to the English-speaking world since the advent of Christianity,
has spread throughout the rest of Europe over the last two decades.

One of humanity's most enduring myths is that the dead, on certain nights of the year, can leave the Other
World and move freely about the land of the living. Every year on October 31, when the children of the
world parade through the streets dressed as monsters, skeletons, and witches, they reenact a sacred ceremony
whose roots extend to the dawn of time. By receiving gifts of sweets from strangers, the children establish,
on a symbolic plane that exceeds their understanding, a fraternal exchange between the visible world and the
invisible world. Author Jean Markale meticulously examines the rituals and ceremonies of ancient festivities
on this holiday and shows how they still shape the customs of today's celebration. During the night of
Samhain, the Celtic precursor of today's holiday, the borders between life and death were no longer regarded
as insurmountable barriers. Two-way traffic was temporarily permitted between this world and the Other
World, and the wealth and wisdom of the sidhe, or fairy folk, were available to the intrepid individuals who
dared to enter their realm. Markale enriches our understanding of how the transition from the light to the
dark half of the year was a moment in which time stopped and allowed the participants in the week-long
festival to attain a level of consciousness not possible in everyday life, an experience we honor in our
modern celebrations of Halloween.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Ehlers:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it
means that publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a
book. These are reading whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person
who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult
problem or even exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Pagan Mysteries of Halloween:
Celebrating the Dark Half of the Year.

Russell Carson:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Pagan Mysteries
of Halloween: Celebrating the Dark Half of the Year is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Robert Shelby:

This book untitled The Pagan Mysteries of Halloween: Celebrating the Dark Half of the Year to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it by
means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to
past this publication from your list.

Donald Wexler:

Beside this The Pagan Mysteries of Halloween: Celebrating the Dark Half of the Year in your phone, it
might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you
can got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have The Pagan Mysteries of Halloween: Celebrating the Dark Half of the
Year because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but
you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this
book as well as read it from now!
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