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It is well known that US culture is a dominant force and its exportation of everything from movies to junk
food is a world-wide phenomenon. But it is possible that its most troubling export has yet to be accounted
for? In Crazy Like Us, Ethan Watters reveals that the most devastating consequence of the spread of US
culture has been the bulldozing of the human psyche itself: it is in the process of homogenizing the way the
world goes mad. America has been the world leader in generating new mental health treatments and modern
theories of the human psyche. It exports psychopharmaceuticals packaged with the certainty that its
biomedical knowledge will relieve the suffering and stigma of mental illness. It categorises disorders,
thereby defining mental illness and health, and then parades these seemingly scientific certainties in front of
the world. The outcome of these efforts is just now coming to light: It turns out that the US has not only been
changing the way the world talks about and treats mental illness -- it has been changing the mental illnesses
themselves. For millennia, local beliefs in different cultures have shaped the experience of mental illness into
endless varieties. Crazy Like Us documents how American interventions have discounted and worked to
change those indigenous beliefs, often at a dizzying rate. Over the last decades, mental illnesses popularized
in America have been spreading across the globe with the speed of contagious diseases. Watters travels from
China to Tanzania to bring home the unsettling conclusion that the virus is the US. As Americanized ways of
treating mental illnesses are introduced it is in fact spreading the diseases. In post-tsunami Sri Lanka,
Watters reports on the Western trauma counselors who, in their rush to help, inadvertently trampled local
expressions of grief, suffering, and healing. In Hong Kong, he retraces the last steps of the teenager whose
death sparked an epidemic of the American version of anorexia nervosa. Watters reveals the truth about a
multi-million-dollar campaign by one of the world's biggest drug companies to change the Japanese
experience of depression -- literally marketing the disease along with the drug. But this book is not just about
the damage the US has caused abroad he also examines how US culture constantly shapes and sometimes
creates the mental illnesses of our time. By setting aside its role as the world's therapist, the US may come to
accept that it has as much to learn from other cultures' beliefs about the mind as it has to teach.
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From reader reviews:

Delores Breedlove:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Crazy Like Us as your daily resource information.

Steve Diaz:

The e-book with title Crazy Like Us includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot
of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the information that exist in this
guide represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You
can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Ilene Cody:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Crazy Like Us publication written
by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all
read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate
your own personal hunger then you still hesitation Crazy Like Us as good book not just by the cover but also
from the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Leslie Mickle:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Crazy Like Us to make your own personal
reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose
simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It
is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the guide Crazy Like Us can to be a
newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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