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Conservative thinkers of the early Middle Ages conceived of sensual gratification as a demonic snare
contrived to debase the higher faculties of humanity, and they identified pagan writing as one of the primary
conduits of decadence. Two aspects of the pagan legacy were treated with particular distrust: fiction,
conceived as a devious contrivance that falsified God’s order; and rhetorical opulence, viewed as a vain
extravagance. Writing that offered these dangerous allurements came to be known as “hermaphroditic” and,
by the later Middle Ages, to be equated with homosexuality.
 
At the margins of these developments, however, some authors began to validate fiction as a medium for truth
and a source of legitimate enjoyment, while others began to explore and defend the pleasures of opulent
rhetoric. Here David Rollo examines two such texts—Alain de Lille’s De planctu Naturae and Guillaume de
Lorris and Jean de Meun’s Roman de la Rose—arguing that their authors, in acknowledging the liberating
potential of their irregular written orientations, brought about a nuanced reappraisal of homosexuality. Rollo
concludes with a consideration of the influence of the latter on Chaucer’s Pardoner’s Prologue and Tale.
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From reader reviews:

Hester Crutchfield:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for us. The book Kiss My Relics: Hermaphroditic Fictions of the Middle Ages
seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is
quite advantages for you. The publication Kiss My Relics: Hermaphroditic Fictions of the Middle Ages is
not only giving you much more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored.
You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book Kiss My
Relics: Hermaphroditic Fictions of the Middle Ages. You never truly feel lose out for everything should you
read some books.

Sally Rose:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to
reading a reserve. The book Kiss My Relics: Hermaphroditic Fictions of the Middle Ages it is quite good to
read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When
you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to
read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Eileen Schmitt:

This Kiss My Relics: Hermaphroditic Fictions of the Middle Ages is completely new way for you who has
interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Kiss My Relics:
Hermaphroditic Fictions of the Middle Ages can be the light food to suit your needs because the information
inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form make them
feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You can
find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book
variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Cara Shaver:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among
the books in the top record in your reading list is definitely Kiss My Relics: Hermaphroditic Fictions of the



Middle Ages. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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