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In the steamy summer of 1787, as America's founding fathers fashioned their Constitution, they told the most
powerful institution in their new nation what it must not do:

"Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion."

Few Americans understand the miracle in world history these ten words represent. For the first time in
human experience, the legislative power of a nation was forbidden from legislating the conscience of man.
And for over one hundred and fifty years, religion flourished, institutions of faith multiplied, and revivals
transformed whole communities. Th elected representatives of the people often called for days of prayer,
recognizing that religion is essential to national character.

So what happened? Why is it that today a cross-shaped memorial or a religious symbol in a city seal is
considered a violation of the Constitution? Why are pastors threatened if they speak out about politics and
children kept from even asking about religion in the public schools?

Ten Tortured Words separates historical fact from fiction, illuminating the events and personalities that
shaped the writing of the Establishment Clause. In his straightforward, award-winning style, cultural
historian Stephen Mansfield interprets the societal shifts that have led to the current rift between religion and
politics, and takes a surprising look at what lies ahead for freedom of religion in America.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Swain:

The book Ten Tortured Words: How the Founding Fathers Tried to Protect Religion in America . . . and
What's Happened Since gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book Ten Tortured Words: How the Founding
Fathers Tried to Protect Religion in America . . . and What's Happened Since to be your habit, you can get a
lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a book Ten Tortured Words: How the
Founding Fathers Tried to Protect Religion in America . . . and What's Happened Since. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Veronica Mei:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the publication untitled Ten Tortured Words: How the Founding Fathers Tried to
Protect Religion in America . . . and What's Happened Since can be good book to read. May be it could be
best activity to you.

Linda Henderson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe
you answer may be Ten Tortured Words: How the Founding Fathers Tried to Protect Religion in America . .
. and What's Happened Since why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content
will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Gary Collis:

You could spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Ten Tortured Words: How the Founding
Fathers Tried to Protect Religion in America . . . and What's Happened Since is simple to create you can read
it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book,
you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your
smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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