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In 1739 China’s emperor authorized the publication of a medical text that included images of children with
smallpox to aid in the diagnosis and treatment of the disease. Those images made their way to Europe, where
they were interpreted as indicative of the ill health and medical backwardness of the Chinese. In the mid-
nineteenth century, the celebrated Cantonese painter Lam Qua collaborated with the American medical
missionary Peter Parker in the creation of portraits of Chinese patients with disfiguring pathologies, rendered
both before and after surgery. Europeans saw those portraits as evidence of Western medical prowess.
Within China, the visual idiom that the paintings established influenced the development of medical
photography. In The Afterlife of Images, Ari Larissa Heinrich investigates the creation and circulation of
Western medical discourses that linked ideas about disease to Chinese identity beginning in the eighteenth
century.

Combining literary studies, the history of science, and visual culture studies, Heinrich analyzes the rhetoric
and iconography through which medical missionaries transmitted to the West an image of China as “sick” or
“diseased.” He also examines the absorption of that image back into China through missionary activity,
through the earliest translations of Western medical texts into Chinese, and even through the literature of
Chinese nationalism. Heinrich argues that over time “scientific” Western representations of the Chinese body
and culture accumulated a host of secondary meanings, taking on an afterlife with lasting consequences for
conceptions of Chinese identity in China and beyond its borders.
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From reader reviews:

Hector Naranjo:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled The Afterlife of Images: Translating the Pathological Body between China
and the West (Body, Commodity, Text). Try to make book The Afterlife of Images: Translating the
Pathological Body between China and the West (Body, Commodity, Text) as your pal. It means that it can to
get your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah,
it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can know anything
by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Robert Cobb:

This The Afterlife of Images: Translating the Pathological Body between China and the West (Body,
Commodity, Text) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data
which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Afterlife of
Images: Translating the Pathological Body between China and the West (Body, Commodity, Text) without
we recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always
be worry The Afterlife of Images: Translating the Pathological Body between China and the West (Body,
Commodity, Text) can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This The Afterlife of Images: Translating the
Pathological Body between China and the West (Body, Commodity, Text) having very good arrangement in
word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Fred Simpson:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book The Afterlife of Images: Translating the Pathological Body
between China and the West (Body, Commodity, Text) was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we
know that book The Afterlife of Images: Translating the Pathological Body between China and the West
(Body, Commodity, Text) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example
Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore ,
not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best
book for you and try to like reading that.

Laura Thibodeau:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
or even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but



nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Afterlife of Images: Translating the Pathological Body between China
and the West (Body, Commodity, Text) can make you experience more interested to read.
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