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Mexico has a vast range of annual festivals; several commemorate national events, but most are religious or
spiritual in inspiration. After the Spanish Conquest of 1521, Roman Catholic teachings fused with the beliefs
of native civilizations, so that even today the popular arts and crafts draw upon the Church as a rich source of
imagery and a catalyst for creativity. Fiestas are often lavish and extremely costly. With extensive
preparations, they commemorate local saints' days and religious holidays such as Christmas, Carnival, and
Holy Week.

Many festivals are dominated by masked dances, with the devil, death, angels, and the deadly sins doing
battle at fiesta time in countless village squares. During the Days of the Dead (All Saints' and All Souls'
days, November 1 and 2), the deceased are thought to visit friends and relatives on earth. Families welcome
the returning souls with flowers, incense, candles, and feasting. On December 12, Mexicans everywhere
honor Our Lady of Guadalupe, the patron saint of Mexico and an important symbol of national unity.

Drawing on her extensive travels in Mexico and the wide-ranging collections of the British Museum, Chloë
Sayer gives a contemporary context to these colorful annual celebrations and shows how these festivities are
uniquely Mexican. Vivid full-color images of an amazing array of objects, plus photos of people making and
using them to celebrate an intriguing variety of local festivities, illustrate the text.
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From reader reviews:

David Dugas:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Fiesta: Days of the Dead & Other
Mexican Festivals is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Mary Grubb:

Why? Because this Fiesta: Days of the Dead & Other Mexican Festivals is an unordinary book that the inside
of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give
you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Charles Buffington:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Fiesta: Days of the Dead & Other Mexican Festivals your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe
you never get prior to. The Fiesta: Days of the Dead & Other Mexican Festivals giving you a different
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era.
So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare
time activity?

Robert Lofton:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
reserve that need more time to be learn. Fiesta: Days of the Dead & Other Mexican Festivals can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.
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