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The distinct religious culture of early modern Spain -- characterized by religious unity at a time when fierce
civil wars between Catholics and Protestants fractured northern Europe -- is further understood through
examining the expulsion of the Jews and suspected Muslims. While these two groups had previously lived
peaceably, if sometimes uneasily, with their Christian neighbors throughout much of the medieval era, the
expulsions brought a new intensity to Spanish Christian perceptions of both the moriscos (converts from
Islam) and the judeoconversos (converts from Judaism). In Parallel Histories, James S. Amelang reconstructs
the compelling struggle of converts to coexist with a Christian majority that suspected them of secretly
adhering to their ancestral faiths and destroying national religious unity in the process.

Discussing first Muslims and then Jews in turn, Amelang explores not only the expulsions themselves but
also religious beliefs and practices, social and professional characteristics, the construction of collective and
individual identities, cultural creativity, and, finally, the difficulties of maintaining orthodox rites and tenets
under conditions of persecution. Despite the oppression these two groups experienced, the descendants of the
judeoconversos would ultimately be assimilated into the mainstream, unlike their morisco counterparts, who
were exiled in 1609.

Amelang masterfully presents a complex narrative that not only gives voice to religious minorities in early
modern Spain but also focuses on one of the greatest divergences in the history of European Christianity.
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From reader reviews:

Lynda Wright:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Parallel Histories: Muslims and Jews in Inquisitorial Spain. Try to face the
book Parallel Histories: Muslims and Jews in Inquisitorial Spain as your good friend. It means that it can for
being your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Danielle Deguzman:

The book Parallel Histories: Muslims and Jews in Inquisitorial Spain make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when
you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book Parallel
Histories: Muslims and Jews in Inquisitorial Spain for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages,
like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like available and read a reserve Parallel Histories: Muslims and Jews in Inquisitorial
Spain. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you
think about this guide?

Pablo Bussey:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Parallel Histories: Muslims and
Jews in Inquisitorial Spain can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Martin Williams:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Parallel Histories: Muslims and Jews in
Inquisitorial Spain to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book
and learn it. Beside that the book Parallel Histories: Muslims and Jews in Inquisitorial Spain can to be your
brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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